SCOTTISH  POLICY

shall to that purpose, when we shall be at our liberty in Scodanc
serve his Majesty after our powers with bodies, puissance, an
hearts to our uttermost.

(fol. 60) [The Article to be signed by Angus.]

First: where I have been advertised that the King of Scots
is deceased, having left a daughter now alive, I think it most
expedient and humbly beseech the King's majesty that he will
vouchsafe to take into his hands the government and keeping of
that daughter to the intent that his Highness may marry the
same to my lord prince his Grace's son, and by means thereof
to clear all titles and to unite both realms, seeing to the good
rule and administration of justice as well of the realm of
Scotland as of the realm of England, for the quietness, tran-
quillity, and common wealth of them both; whereunto I shall
aid and serve his Majesty to the uttermost of my power
according to my bounden duty.

And whether the said daughter shall chance to come to his
Majesty's hands or not, or shall fortune to die hereafter or other-
wise be exployed, I think it shall be highly for the wealth of
Scotland if it will please his Grace to take the whole rule,
dominion, and government of that realm upon him, that the same
may be governed in peace, tranquillity, and justice to be furth-
borne in the same realm; whereunto I shall also serve his
majesty to the uttermost of my power, according to my most
bounden duty.

These pledges exacted from his prisoners, Henry then sent
them back to Scotland, in the wake of Angus and his brother
Sir George Douglas. In much of the correspondence they are
alluded to as the * assured Scots', and their task was to form
, an Anglo-Scots party in the government, to ensure the carrying
out of Henry's plans, Just how entirely his will was set upon
their accomplishment may be gauged from the fact that, con-
trary to the universal custom of the time* he exacted no ransoms
at all from any of his prisoners;